Postinfarct heart failure: role of diuretic therapy.
There can be no doubt that ACE inhibitors prolong survival in patients with a low ejection fraction. There is no evidence whether or not diuretics have the same effect. The pathophysiology of asymptomatic patients with poor left ventricular function differs from that of patients with the clinical syndrome of heart failure, and different treatments may well be needed. Diuretics still have a crucial role in the relief of symptoms.